Attorney Docket No. 1075.1251 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Hiroki OOI, et al. 

Application No.: Group Art Unit: 

Filed: February 20, 2004 Examiner: 

For: WAVELENGTH DIVISION MULTIPLEXING OPTICAL REPEATING TRANSMISSION METHOD 
AND REPEATING APPARATUS 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 CFR § 1 .56, there is hereby provided 
certain information which the Examiner may consider material to the examination of the subject U.S. 
patent application. It is requested that the Examiner make this information of record if it is deemed 
material to the examination of the subject application. 

1 . Enclosures accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement are: 

i 

1a. Form PTO-1 449. 

1 b. [X] Copies of IDS citations. 

1c. □ An English language copy of search report(s) from a counterpart foreign 

application or a PCT International Search Report. 
1d. English language translations (complete or relevant portion(s)) or Abstracts as 

indicated on the Form PTO-1 449. 
1 e. £3 Explanations of Relevancy of References (ATTACHMENT 1 (e), hereto) for 

providing a concise explanation of each non-English publication. 

2. £3 In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .98, a concise explanation of what is presently 
understood to be the relevance of each non-English language publication is 

(Check appropriate Items 2a, 2b, 2c and/or 2d) 

2a. □ satisfied because all non-English language publications were cited on the enclosed 
"English-language version of the search report or action which indicates the 
degree of relevance found by the foreign office". (See MPEP 609, Minimum 
Requirements for an Information Disclosure Statement, Part A(3): Concise 
Explanation of Relevance, pp. 600-100 to 600-101, Rev. 1, Feb. 2000.) 

2b. □ set forth in the application. 



2c. ^ satisfied because an English language translation (complete or relevant portion(s)) 

or Abstract is attached to each non-English language publication. 
2d. enclosed as Attachment 1(e) and Attachment 1(f), hereto. 

3. No admission is made that the information cited in this Statement is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability nor a representation that a search has been made (other than 
search report(s) from a counterpart foreign application or a PCT International Search 
Report, if submitted herewith). 37 CFR §§ 1.97(g) and (h). 



Respectfully submitted, 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202) 434-1500 
Facsimile: (202) 434-1501 



Dated: February 20, 2004 

1201 New York Ave., N.W., Suite 700 
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Reference AB (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0015207 A2) is a US application corresponding to Reference AK. 
Reference AC (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2001/0046077 A1) is a US application corresponding to Reference AL. 
Reference BA (U.S. Patent No. 6,661 ,974) is a US patent corresponding to Reference BG. 



U.S. Application Serial No. 09/359,1 12 listed on Attachment 1F is a corresponding U.S. 
Application to Reference BH. 

Reference BJ (EP 0 902560A2) is a European application corresponding to Reference Bl. 
Reference BB (U.S. Patent 6,320,687) is a US patent corresponding to Reference BK. 
Reference BC (U.S. Patent 6,41 1 ,416) is a US patent corresponding to Reference BL. 
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The following, prior-filed, copending U.S. patent application(s) is/are listed in accordance 
with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 CFR § 1 .56, so that the Examiner may consider 
same should he deem any thereof to be material to examination of the subject application. 
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This submission in no way represents an admission that any of the information 
listed herein constitutes prior art with respect to the subject application and unless and 
until such prior art status is established, this submission is not a request that the 
information presented herein be printed on the face of any patent issuing from the 
subject application in which this information is being filed. 
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